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“Some beautiful paths cannot be discovered without getting lost.” — Erol Ozan

Annual Meeting Sunday, November 16

The annual meeting/potluck dinner of the Trust will be held at the Somers Congregational Church
from 5:30 to about 8:00. All members are invited. Following a social time and potluck supper
beginning at 5:30 and 6:00, there will be a short business meeting to elect officers and Board
members, followed by a featured speaker.

Bring a dish to share and your own dishware and utensils. Beverages will be provided unless you
wish to bring your own adult or other selections.

Nominated Officers, 1 year term:
Patrice Carson, Pres. Karl Hasel, 15 V. Pres
Jim Gage, 2" V. Pres Bryan Jambard, Treasurer
Elise Bennett, Secretary

Nominated for Board of Directors, 3 year terms:

Albert Grant, Melrose (renew) Valerie Amsel, Somers (renew)
Sharon Prajzner, Stafford (new)

NCLT Bylaw Proposed Revision:

Current - Section 3: Period: Membership shall be valid from date of acceptance until
December 31 of the same year, except that members accepted after September 15
shall be members throughout that year and all of the following year.

Proposed change: Membership shall be valid from date of acceptance (donation or
dues paid) until the end of the fiscal year ending July 31 of the following year.

“Land really is the best art” — Andy Warhol




Nature is the purest portal to inner peace. - Angie Wetland Crosby

Revised Membership and Annual Report Schedule

In the past, NCLT has solicited membership donations early in the year (Feb/March) for memberships
coinciding with that calendar year. Yet many folks prefer to make charitable donations towards the
end of a year for tax bookkeeping. As mailing costs become more burdensome and to make our
membership tracking more concise, the Trust is modifying their schedule. Starting immediately, any
contributions or membership “dues” will be treated on a fiscal year basis (Aug 1 — July 31) for
membership considerations. Mailings will notify members of this in August for the upcoming year,
with a reminder towards the end of the calendar year.

Additional 13.5 Forested Acres Acquired in Stafford

The Northern CT Land Trust has purchased a strategic 13.5 acre property in the northwest corner of
Stafford, CT. The property abuts the land trust’s 118 acre Culver Pond property and the land trust’'s
83 acre Hagerty Hollow property as well as a section of the Shenipsit State Forest. Funding for the
purchase was provided by the Bafflin Foundation, the Fields Pond Foundation and the members and
friends of the NCLT.

The land trust plans to add this Ricci property as an extension of the Culver Pond Nature Preserve for
the protection of the wide variety of wildlife in the area. The property will be opened to the public for
passive recreation when trail work is completed.. There will be a trail connecting the networks of
trails on the NCLT’s two abutting properties.

Chestnut Orchard Project Update

As has been previously reported, starting in 2007 NCLT established a chestnut orchard at Swann
Farm in Ellington in partnership with The American Chestnut foundation. The orchard is part of The
American Chestnut Foundation’s (TACF) effort to create a blight resistant American chestnut which
can be introduced into and thrive in forests within its former range. NCLT volunteers created and
maintained the orchard with expertise and guidance provided by TACF. Over 300 nuts were planted
in 2007 and 2008. The nuts were gathered from existing pure American chestnuts in Stafford and
Rocky Hill which had been pollinated with pollen from back-crossed TACF trees. The back-cross
program crosses American chestnuts with Chinese chestnuts which have natural resistance to the
blight. These trees which are nominally 50% American are then back-crossed to pure American trees
in successive generations to produce trees that are theoretically 93% American.

By 2014 all the trees were showing evidence of blight to some degree. That year, under the guidance
of TACF, all the surviving trees were inoculated with the blight fungus by NCLT volunteers to assess
their blight resistance in a controlled manner. The next year all the trees were examined for the
formation of blight cankers in response to the inoculation. The size of the cankers along with other
factors were used to rank the trees with eleven selected to be used to create future generations. The
remaining trees were cut or uprooted and burned.

For several years nuts were harvested from the remaining trees to be planted in other TACF
orchards, mostly at the Norcross Wildlife Foundation orchard in Stafford. In 2020 samples were
collected from each tree in the orchard for DNA analysis to more scientifically determine the level of



blight resistance for each tree. As we suspected from the extensive blight seen on the trees, the
results have shown that the trees in our orchard have a relatively low level of blight resistance. TACF
has since determined that their process for using inoculation followed by examination of cankers is
not a reliable method of determining blight resistance. There have been no further harvests of nuts
from the Swann Farm orchard. Although disappointing for NCLT, this has been great for wildlife.
Deer, turkeys, squirrels and various other small rodents love chestnuts. Almost as soon as the nuts
drop in the fall, they disappear with only the empty burrs remaining.

TACF is currently exploring creating a genetically modified blight resistant chestnut tree as an
alternative to the back-cross program. The blight fungus kills the tree by producing oxalic acid which
damages cells in the cambium layer forming a canker; this proceeds until the tree is girdled and dies.
TCAF along with the State College of New York is inserting a gene which produces an enzyme called
oxalate oxidase which breaks down oxalic acid, neutralizing the blight’s ability to kill the tree. Although

there have been bumps in the road, this work is continuing.

Land Trust Funding at Risk?

"May you live in interesting times" is an ancient
curse. Regardless of your political leanings,
you have to admit that interesting times have
arrived in the USA. So what affect does this alll
have on our little land trust? We need to
remember that we are a non-governmental
organization. We do not rely on federal funding
for any of our property acquisition or
stewardship activities. Our funding comes from
our members, from leasing farming rights to
local farmers, and from grants from various
organizations for land acquisition. Some of
these grants do come from the state. Since
2001, NCLT has been awarded close to $2M
from the Open Space and Watershed
Acquisition program covering about ¥z the cost
of preserving 12 of our largest properties. This
program continues to make available close to
$5M twice a year as matching funds for land
trusts, water companies, and municipalties for
open space acquisition on a competitive basis.
If Connecticut receives less money from the
federal government or state expenses are
increased due to decisions made by the federal
government, then grants to organizations such
as ours may be harder to come by in the
foreseeable future.

In the past we have also benefited from a good
relationship with the towns we serve. An
example is our acquiring Whitaker Woods in
Somers in 2006. This 266-acre property was
slated for development with over 80 houses
planned. The permits required for this
development were not approved due to
wetland issues. A coalition of NCLT, the town

of Somers, the State of Connecticut, seven
foundations, and public donations purchased
the property for over one million dollars. The
Town of Somers recouped the majority of its
portion of the funding through splitting off and
selling three building lots. At that point
ownership was transferred from the town to
NCLT. As long as these local and state
relationships continue in the future, there
should be minimal impact on our activities due
to decisions and actions at the federal level.

Stewardship Leader Succession

Since the Northern Ct Land Trust was originally
formed as the Four Town Land Trust in August
1987, it has had 3 stewardship chairmen. The
first was Jerry Stage from the start until his
passing in 2014. Richard Bailey then held the
position until Wes Smith took over from 2020
until 2021when Richard again became
chairman. Sharon Prajzner became our fourth
chairman in April succeeding Richard. Sharon
has been a volunteer for several years and
joined the stewardship committee in 2024.
Sharon’s husband Bob and father Mike Blouin
are also stewardship volunteers and members
of the committee. Sharon lives in Somers and
can be reached at ncltsrp@gmail.com.

Thank you Richard for your leadership and
godspeed to Sharon for our future work.


mailto:ncltsrp@gmail.com

LANDMARK: Newsletter of the

Northern Connecticut Land Trust
PO Box 324
Somers, CT. 06071

If you have a friend interested in joining the Trust and supporting the work
of protecting our natural resources, please pass this newsletter on to them.
Contributions are tax deductible.

Board of Directors MEMBERSHIPS: Individual $25  Family $35
~ President Sustaining $50
Patrice Carson, Somers Patron $100
1st V. President Benefactor $1000

Karl Hasel, Vernon
2nd V. President NAME
James Gage, Ellington

Treasurer ADDRESS

Bryan Jambard, Enfield

Secretary
Elise Bennett, Ellington

PHONE: E_MAIL:

Directors

Valerie Amsel, Somers Would you like to receive the newsletter by e-mail?
Walter Moody, Ellington

Albert Grant, Melrose Mail to: Northern Connecticut Land Trust
Rick Dewey, Stafford PO Box 324

Don Smith, Somers Somers, CT. 06071
Gene Julian, Stafford

Richard Bailey, Somers If you would like to volunteer to work projects such as fund-raising, trail
maintenance, newsletter, or others, please check YES NO




